
Other sources and who we are:





Le terme 'Pit' est le nom que nous avons donné affectueusement à ce 
lieu, cette enclave qui scinde Saint-Michel. Nous avons décidé de 

garder ce nom dans la version française de ce Zine.



Some communities choose to become enclaves 
in order to protect their culture or their wealth.

Some communities are forced to become 
enclaves because of discrimination.

And some communities become enclaves 
because they are powerless to prevent a city 

from building infrastructure around them that 
serves the convenience of other people...

Francon Quarry exploitation
Source: Raymond Gagnon, Ville de Montréal Archives
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TThhee  FFeennccee::

Stay out! Fences have a long history of restricting mobility and
containing bodily movement. Barbed wire fence was made to
make a recipient move in a desired direction. In this case
moving people away from the pit.

Instead, the fences reinforce the notion that the City
owns and martials the space, moreover, making them
not liable for the public being in the pit.

There exists a division, a barrier, a horizontal and vertical 
obstacle crowned with barbed wire preventing people from entering 
the pit. It is a physical obstacle for residents of the area and a 
symbolic representation of barriers between the public and the 
quarry.

Around the pit, the sense of restriction and surveillance 
varies. Certain sections, especially those near the snow dump, 
feature modern, shiny silver fencing. Though it may appear 
protective, crawling under it is quite simple. Yet these visibly new 
fences are no safer or more effective.
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When people protest to transform the quarry, they 
awaken it with big campaigns of visibility.

When no one mobilizes, 
the Pit remains here, in 
its cosmic nap, out of 
sight... or maybe not.

Sometimes, furtive pot-heads, researchers and neighbours hear 
the call of the quarry... They cross the fences, to peer into it. 

What do they have to say?
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We are a group of graduate students from the Ethnography lab at 
Concordia University. Our explorative project consisted in trying to 
relate and to think with enigmatic spaces such as the Carrière 
Francon. A space produced out of colonial and capitalist extractive 
practices and labor force, nowtrapped into a 
massive snowdumping site. It is still an invisible obstacle that 
prevents Saint-Michel's citizens to travel from East to 
West. We hope the local efforts 
to transformthis place will become fruitful in a near future.

This zine is a humble output of our personal findings and 
reflections in learning about the Quarry and its neighborhood.

Participants (in alphabetic order):
Ava Weinstein-Wright, Camila Patiño Sanchez, Carlos Eduardo 
Olaya Díaz, Derek Pasborg, Manoj Suji, Melina Campos Ortíz.

Under the supervision of Kregg Hetherington, PhD & Bart Simon, 
PhD.

Translation and website: Isabelle Boucher

Special thanks to Vivre Saint-Michel-en-Santé for letting us intrude 
one of your Assemblées de quartier; and more particularily Jean-
Panet Raymond, who shared with us his passion and deep 
knowledge about Saint-Michel.

Weloganite, mineral discovered in the Francon Quarry among nine 
other minerals, exhibited at the Redpath Museum.
Photo: Authors.
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